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Middlesex County Partners with BPU, DEP
to Promote Energy Efficient Programs

FEDERAL, STATE AND COUNTY officials announced a new program this summer designed to make Middlesex County a model for energy efficient education and promotion statewide.

The County has become a “Showroom of Environmental Technology,” serving as conduit of information between the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and the Department of Environmental Protection and the County’s 25 municipalities for energy efficient and clean air programs and technologies.
As a “Showroom,” the County uses existing programs as models for its municipalities and creates countywide training programs and trade shows for new technology and equipment. It will also provide information on available state grants and funding. 
“The State BPU and DEP have recognized Middlesex County’s leadership role in clean air, water and energy efficiency programs and education,” said Freeholder H. James Polos, chairman of the County’s Public Works and Transportation Committee. “This partnership will go a long way in assisting our municipalities and, in turn, all our residents by reducing government operating costs and improving our environment for today and for future generations.”

“The kind of partnerships that Middlesex County is forming with DEP and the BPU are critical to making sure New Jersey continues to do all it can to lower our dependence on fossil fuels,” said United States Congressman Frank Pallone. “By focusing our efforts on conservation and efficiency, we can reduce the amount of this type of energy that we use.”

 “We are proud to partner with Middlesex County and Freeholder Polos in this endeavor and to support residents of the County’s 25 municipalities as they embrace energy efficiency and the benefits it can provide in powering their lives and protecting the environment,” said Jeanne M. Fox, president of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. “The Middlesex County Clean Air, Clean Energy Initiative exemplifies how our agency can work with county and local governments to provide assistance in the areas of energy efficiency, renewable energy technologies, and alternative fuels and vehicles.

“The BPU is proud of its renewable energy policies and programs, and we encourage municipalities, commercial facilities, schools and residents to work together to save energy and protect the environment.”

“Middlesex County is taking the initiative to achieve cleaner air by helping municipalities implement energy-efficient measures,” said DEP Commissioner Lisa P. Jackson. "The use of hybrid vehicles, alternative fuels and other clean-energy technologies goes a long way toward reducing air pollution and improving public health.”
Middlesex County operates several successful recycling programs, a compost facility and the Open Space Preservation and Farmland Preservation programs, which are safeguarding precious lands from development throughout the County.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders also has authorized the purchase of 30 hybrid vehicles for the County fleet and has adopted a policy requiring alternative fuel vehicle purchases in the future. Bio-Diesel fuel is being used on a trial basis with heavy equipment, and officials are preparing a long-term conversion plan for the para-transit fleet to burn clean fuels. 

Since the Middlesex County Showroom of Environmental Technology  (MCSET) program began, the County has assisted five municipalities (Carteret, North Brunswick, Old Bridge, South Amboy Woodbridge), who are currently ready to purchase hybrid vehicles through the County’s Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

The Board of Chosen Freeholders also established a $50,000 incentive grant fund through MCSET to encourage municipalities to go “green:” $25,000 will be divided among municipal and school “green” building projects; and $25,000 will be used to help municipalities purchase alternative fuel or hybrid vehicles, with a limit of two $500 grants per municipality. 

The MCSET Committee will approve all grant applications 

The Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission also announced it would use green building standards in a proposed new special services school.

In the coming months, the County will use a grant from the BPU to install solar panels on the Rutgers Cooperative Extension Services Building, located in the County’s Davidson’s Mill Road Park in North Brunswick. Currently, the County is evaluating geo-thermal technology for its complex in North Brunswick.

--MORE--

“The County is always looking for innovative approaches to reduce costs and bring efficiency to County government, saving our taxpayers money,” said Freeholder John Pulomena, chairman of the County’s Public Health and Education Committee. “In addition to any monetary savings, the solar panels on the extension service are a natural fit with the mission of the Extension Service, which educates residents of all ages on environmental issues.”
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