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200 Local, County, School Officials Attend
County’s First Environmental Forum

MAY 2, 2007 – More than 200 school and government officials attended workshops today focused on “Green” technologies and initiatives they can implement to boost environmentally friendly programs and services.

“Go Green, Save Green: Implementing Green Technology and Sustainability” was hosted by the Middlesex County Showroom of Environmental Technology (MCSET), a program created last year by Freeholder H. James Polos to guide municipal and local school leaders in their efforts to save energy and become sustainable. 

“I am thrilled to see the interest this forum has generated among governing officials and school officials from throughout Middlesex County,” Polos said. “More importantly, it’s great to see municipal and educational leaders working together toward the common goal of improving our communities. The forum will foster a dialogue between these groups and may open the door to discussions on other joint initiatives, such as Shared Services and cooperative purchasing, both of which result in better, more efficient service for our residents.”  
As a Showroom, Middlesex County has become the first – and only – county in the State to coordinate resources and facilitate information between state agencies and local officials in order to boost local efforts to obtain grant funding and program support from the State Board of Public Utilities and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
“Middlesex County has formed this unique partnership with the State BPU and DEP to leverage their knowledge and access grant funds to help our local partners achieve real savings and real results in their efforts to go “Green,”” Polos said. 

 The BPU and DEP have used the Middlesex County approach as a model statewide. 

“Under the leadership of Governor Jon Corzine, New Jersey is actively planning to transform the way we use energy in this state. By the end of the year, New Jersey will have an Energy Master Plan, a long-term energy vision for the state that plans for our energy use through the year 2020,” said BPU President Jeanne M. Fox. “In order to reach the ambitious energy efficiency and renewable energy goals that the EMP will set forth, it is essential to adopt a coordinated approach at the state and local level.  Middlesex County’s efforts in establishing the state’s first countywide purchasing cooperative to promote clean energy technologies alongside other sustainable initiatives showcase the type of cooperative strategies that will enhance New Jersey’s energy future.”

 
Through the Showroom, the County hosts training sessions and trade shows showcasing new technology and equipment. Today’s forum is the first large-scale training program hosted by MCSET since its inception last summer. 

New Jersey State Sen. Robert G. Smith, chairman of the Senate Environmental Committee who served as keynote speaker at today’s forum, said government must set an example for its citizens: “A sustainable society requires government to lead the way by “operating green” and showing the way for its citizens to live and work in a sustainable economy. The more energy we save and the measures we take to decrease the negative impact to the environment will help to ameliorate the oncoming global warming crisis we face.”

In addition to attending workshops on green building technologies, clean air initiatives and municipal master planning with sustainability in mind, participants viewed the latest in environmental technology equipment and hybrid vehicles. 
Middlesex County has 28 hybrid vehicles in its fleet, the largest hybrid fleet in the state. 

As an outgrowth of MCSET, the Board of Chosen Freeholders approved a $25,000 grant program to encourage municipalities to purchase hybrid vehicles for their fleets.

Numerous municipalities throughout the County, including Old Bridge, North Brunswick and Woodbridge, have taken advantage of the hybrid vehicle grants. 

Among Middlesex County’s sustainability initiatives are:

· Common Cents, cooperative purchasing program, which utilizes the County’s buying power to assist municipalities in reducing their costs for good and services, including natural gas, electricity, equipment, services and supplies.

· Curbside Recycling Program, operated by the Middlesex County Improvement Authority, which collects co-mingled recyclables for 16 towns throughout the County. The County is consistently among the top recycling counties in the state.

· Middlesex County Area Transit Shuttles (MCAT), which provide fixed route, economical service for senior citizens, individuals with disabilities and the general public.

· Open Space Program, through which the County can purchase outright, or work with municipalities and the state, to purchase and preserve open lands. As an outgrowth of this, the County established the Conservation Corps, made up of students and volunteers, who maintain and protect the land already in the Open Space Program. 

· Solar panels to be installed at the Cooperative Extension Building in North Brunswick.
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