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	Edison shelter going "green"
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By TOM CAIAZZA
STAFF WRITER
tcaiazza@eastbrun.gannett.com 
EDISON — A $100,000 county grant will help make the township's animal shelter more environmentally friendly. 
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The animal shelter will be retrofitted with various energy-saving upgrades, making it the first shelter in the state to be equipped for energy sustainability. 

The shelter will get much of its electricity from solar panels placed on the roof of the shelter. Windows will be replaced with triple-pane windows for better insulation and a natural-gas furnace will replace the older, oil-burning furnace. An upgraded air-filtration system, a thermal skylight to increase natural heat and upgrades to the individual animal pens will be included in the project. 

The grant would provide approximately one-third of the estimated cost of the upgrades and will be combined with $100,000 worth of donations from PSE&G to lay the gas line and about $45,000 in solar energy rebates from the state. The estimated cost to the taxpayer would be about $67,000. 

The Middlesex County Sustainable Economic Growth Improvement Fund grant was presented Wednesday to Mayor Jun Choi by Freeholder James Polos, who has been among the county's leaders in advocating "green" programs. 

"Of all the requests (for this grant)," Polos said, "this was the most unique and most perfect example of what this fund is all about." 

Choi said that the cost savings would approach $162,000 over 20 years — the projected life of the upgrades. The nonmonetary, environmental benefits would be equivalent to the planting of 623 trees or 2.49 acres of tropical reforestation, he said. 

Through various interlocal agreements, the Edison Municipal Animal Shelter services 24 percent of Middlesex County's animal-shelter needs, thanks to shared-services agreements with Piscataway, South Plainfield and Metuchen. The shelter has about 2,600 visitors each year. 

The revamp of the animal shelter is part of Edison's effort to make township properties and services more ecologically efficient. 

The grant to the animal shelter was made possible by a change in the grant's requirements to include projects that have an environmental aspect to them. Before November 2006, the grants had applied only to downtown redevelopment projects. 


