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	Old Bridge gets "green"

Town is first to buy hybrid cars with grants

Home News Tribune Online 01/31/07

By GENE RACZ
STAFF WRITER
gracz@thnt.com 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY — Old Bridge has become the first municipality in Middlesex County to take advantage of grants from its freeholders to buy hybrid cars. 
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The township has bought two Honda Civic Hybrids. North Brunswick and Woodbridge also have purchased two hybrid vehicles and are applying for the grant money available under the Middlesex County Showroom of Environmental Technology. It's a partnership formed by the county, state Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. 

As an outgrowth of the partnership, the county freeholders approved a $50,000 grant program in September to encourage municipalities to take environmentally friendly or "green" initiatives. Half of the fund is being used to encourage "green" building construction with the remaining $25,000 funding a program to encourage municipalities to purchase hybrid vehicles. The grant awards $500 for each vehicle with a maximum of two per town. 

Middlesex County has 30 hybrid vehicles in its fleet — the largest fleet in the state, according to county officials. 

"This is a program that let us take advantage of grants that are available," said Old Bridge Mayor James T. Phillips. "I think this is something that's good for the economy since we purchased the cars locally; it's good for the ecology, because it's a cleaner form of energy. 

"And from a bigger, global standpoint, the more that we as a people and as a town become less reliant upon foreign oil, the better it's going to be for everyone." 

The county's environmentally-friendly initiatives were praised yesterday at a press conference where the state Department of Environmental Protection recognized the county as the first in the state to make a commitment to creating an environmentally sustainable county. 

The event was held at the Old Bridge Municipal Building where Freeholder H. James Polos, state Sen. Robert Smith, D-Middlesex, and Athena Sarafides of the DEP spoke. 

"I believe that here in Middlesex County, by working closely with our local partners, we can have a significant impact on sustainability and using technology that will have a real impact on global warming," said Polos. He added that the federal administration has "failed to exercise the initiatives and technologies to combat global warming and foster sustainability." 

Smith noted he and a number of state legislators have submitted a 16-bill legislative package designed to promote sustainability. They hope to see action on the legislation this year. 

"Green buildings are the wave of the future and are an essential part in crafting public policy that recognizes the increasing need for renewable, clean alternatives as fossil fuels are depleted and our air quality worsens from fuel emissions," said Smith. 
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