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	Town driven to "green"

North Brunswick buying its first bio-diesel-fueled truck

Home News Tribune Online 02/13/07

By CARMEN CUSIDO
STAFF WRITER
ccusido@thnt.com 
NORTH BRUNSWICK — As part of its "green" initiatives, the township will purchase a diesel engine truck for the Department of Public Works that could use bio-diesel fuel. 
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"We're getting to the point where we can use the most environmental-friendly vehicles available," said Mayor Francis "Mac" Womack. 

The township attorney and the Department of Public Works are evaluating two bids for a tandem truck that would cost around $120,000, said the township's Business Administrator Robert Lombard. 

The Department of Public Works currently has nine dump trucks, including an existing tandem truck, Lombard said. 

Part of the reason for purchasing a truck equipped for bio-diesel fuel is because they would "start using it (bio-diesel fuel) as soon as it's proven efficient," said Womack. 

Middlesex County currently is using bio-diesel fuel in six large public works equipment trucks. 

"We experimented with bio-diesel a couple of years ago on a smaller number of vehicles," said Freeholder H. James Polos. 

County and township officials have said the county has informally offered North Brunswick use of its Apple Orchard Lane pump facility in North Brunswick, which is where the county fills up its bio-diesel vehicles. The facility would be used by the township through a shared services agreement. 

The township will evaluate how the bio-diesel vehicles are working for the county, said said Glenn Sandor, director of the North Brunswick Department of Public Works. Based on that, the department could make recommendations around April about using bio-diesel fuel. 

Late last year, the township purchased two hybrid Ford Explorers that cost the township $21,800 each after a $4,000 clean energy rebate on each vehicle, Lombard said. 

The township is applying for grant money for the hybrid vehicles available under the Middlesex County Showroom of Environmental Technology, a partnership formed by the county, state Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. As an outgrowth of the partnership, the county freeholders in September approved a $50,000 grant program to encourage municipalities to take environmentally friendly or "green" initiatives. Half of the money funds a program to encourage municipalities to purchase hybrid vehicles. The program awards $500 grants for each vehicle with a maximum of two allowed per town. 

"North Brunswick is the first community I've been informed of that is looking at utilizing bio-diesel fuel," said Polos, who has been spearheading green initiatives for the county. 

The county is providing grant dollars solely for hybrid cars at this point, said Polos. But Polos said he would be happy to evaluate providing the $500 incentive for North Brunswick's "unique vehicle purchase, if they'll be using bio-diesel fuel for it." 

"It's very innovative. It's visionary for them to buy into the concept of alternative fuels. . . . It sends the right message to the residents that their government is at the forefront of a cleaner environment," Polos said. 
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