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	Few are cool to global warming
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Is global warming a sign that the apocalypse is near? 
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Maria Flores thinks so. 

"We're living in the last days," said Flores, a devout Christian, in New Brunswick. "The Lord is coming." 

Alarm bells are ringing for citizens everywhere after the world's leading climate scientists released their most powerful report on global warming ever. 

The international panel concluded with over 90 percent certainty that mankind has caused global warming. 

Scientists predict rising sea levels will swallow coasts and islands whole, intense storms, heat waves, melting polar ice caps and a warmer climate — all within the next hundred years. 

"It's pretty scary because I have young kids. I would like them to go to Florida and not have it be an ocean," said George Shenesky, 41, of New Egypt, an employee at a Highland Park Harley-Davidson dealership. 

Shenesky said he makes an effort to fight global warming in his daily life by carpooling. He also has a solar-powered water heater. 

But co-worker Dan Pence of Lyndhurst, who just bought a new Ford Mustang, said he isn't ready to alter his lifestyle just yet. 

"It concerns me, but I love burning oil. It's how I pay my bills," Pence said. 

The nation as a whole likely feels a similar affinity for pollutants, Pence believes. 

"We have so many roads, so many open spaces. We're in a culture where everybody is afraid to get run over by a behemoth," Pence said, pointing to two pickup trucks in a Quick Chek parking lot. 

But signs of change are already beginning to take shape. Almost 375 mayors of large and small cities from 50 states and the District of Columbia have signed the U.S. Conference of Mayors' Climate Protection Agreement. In New Jersey, state legislators are looking to a proposal called the Global Warming Response Act to cut greenhouse-gas emissions. In Middlesex County, the Board of Chosen Freeholders is offering incentives for municipalities to buy hybrid vehicles. 

In the meantime, people such as Robyn Rodriguez, 34, a professor of sociology at Rutgers University, are trying to live as eco-friendly as possible. Rodriguez moved her family to Highland Park largely because of its walking culture — residents frequently bike or stroll the downtown instead of driving. 

"What I worry about is whether the climate change being triggered by global warming will threaten the sustainability of humanity on this planet," Rodriguez said. 

Her 8-year-old son sees the year's mild winter as cause for concern. 

"There's no snow. It really freaks him out," Rodriguez said. 

Tiffani Garlic of Egg Harbor, a Rutgers University senior studying journalism, said she hopes to help the planet by getting the word out to her college-age peers. 

"I'm just trying to let people know that it's going on," Garlic said. "The things we do daily to impact the environment are really, really bad." 

Yet some Central Jerseyans are taking a more laid-back approach to global warming, such as Jethro Ironfist of New Brunswick, who said he feels unfazed. 

"When it's your time, it's your time," said Ironfist, a bouncer and bodyguard. "I think it's Mother Nature taking its course." 
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