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	Environment forum educates officials
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY — Peter Cantu called it a "no-brainer." The mayor of Plainsboro said that when his township did a cost-benefit analysis on whether to install a geothermal heating system into a new library, they found the up-front investment to be well worth it. 
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"The payback was 6 to 10 years, and that's very positive for a facility that is going to be with us many, many years," said Cantu. "Plus, the county recognized our commitment to geothermal and we were the first community (under their grant program) to receive a $100,000 grant to help advance that heating system in our library." 

Plainsboro will soon break ground on the $12.5 million facility. Geothermal heating systems run in the neighborhood of $500,000 to install and rely on wells to utilize temperatures at very deep levels within the earth to provide more efficient heating and cooling capabilities. 

Cantu was among the speakers Wednesday in a series of workshops on environmental initiatives held at the Clarion Hotel in Edison billed as "Go Green, Save Green: Implementing Green Technology and Sustainability." 

More than 200 school and government officials attended the workshops which addressed various green initiatives like alternate-fueled vehicles, sustainable economic development and green building design for both municipal buildings and schools. 

The event was hosted by the Middlesex County Showroom of Environmental Technology (MCSET), a program created last year by county freeholder H. James Polos. 

"This forum came about as a result of communities wanting more specific information about how to implement the technology — and that's what this is geared towards," said Polos. 

"The hybrid-vehicle initiative is a relatively simple one. The initiatives that we're bringing forward today on green building design for municipal government and for schools is a bit more visionary, but the technology is here. The workshops here today are geared toward helping communities develop those types of initiatives." 

Middlesex County, through its showroom program, has become the first and only county in the state to coordinate resources and information between state agencies and local officials to boost efforts to obtain grant funding. The county provides some funding for the economic development sustainability through grants programs and also facilitates state grants available through the board of public utilities. 

"A sustainable society requires government to lead the way by operating green and showing the way for its citizens to live and work in a sustainable economy," said New Jersey state senator Robert G. Smith, chairman of the senate Environmental Committee who served as the keynote speaker Wednesday. 

Polos noted than an ancillary benefit of Wednesday's event was bringing school and municipal officials together in a common cause for a common benefit. 

"The forum will foster dialogue between these groups and may open the door to discussions on other joint initiatives, such as shared services and cooperative purchasing, both of which result in better, more efficient service for our residents," said Polos. 


