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Grants let Old Bridge rev up 2 hybrids

State, county aid buys 'clean' cars 

Wednesday, January 31, 2007 

BY DIANE C. WALSH

Star-Ledger Staff 

Old Bridge became the first town in Middlesex County to add hybrid cars to its fleet by using state and county grants to help buy two ecology-friendly vehicles, officials said yesterday. 

Mayor James Phillips showed off the two new Honda Civic hybrids outside the municipal complex while explaining the cars would be used by the construction code officials during inspections around the township. 

"This is the way of the future," Phillips said. The Honda Web site states the cars get 48 mpg on the local roads using a 1.3-liter engine for primary power and an ultra-thin electric motor for an added boost. 

Academy Honda of Old Bridge supplied the hybrids. Each car's $21,700 price tag was whittled down by $4,500 using state and county grants, Phillips said. 

The mayor said the township would not have been able to add the hybrids to its fleet of 87 police cars and 74 other non-emergency vehicles without an $8,000 state grant and $1,000 from the county. 

"The county is in the right position to help communities understand hybrid technology, imple ment it and where necessary give seed dollars to help it move for ward," said Freeholder H. James Polos. 

Last year, the freeholders set aside $25,000 to help towns buy hybrids, whose technology is touted for reducing the carbon monoxide emissions that scientists say could be eroding the ozone and contributing to global warming. 

Polos said the freeholders also approved a $25,000 grant program dedicated to helping towns use energy-saving methods in building construction, which may include using solar panels. 

Three years ago, Polos spear headed the county's clean air initiative, which aims to integrate hybrids into the county's fleet. Already, 28 hybrids were purchased by the county and six of its heavy duty trucks now use biodiesel fuel, which does not pollute the air like ordinary fossil fuel, officials said. 

Polos also pushed the county last spring to open a showroom of environmental technology in North Brunswick. 

"We have to change the mentality of how government works," Polos said. The showroom was designed to educate towns and school boards about the advan tages of green technology and what grants are available to pay for it. The creation of the showroom led to the state designating Middlesex as the first sustainable county in New Jersey. 

State Sen. Bob Smith, who is a sponsor of a package of 16 bills promoting energy efficiency, congratulated the township for setting an example for the state. 

"We can no longer ignore the strong possibility of an energy crisis and global warming," Smith said. 

Diane C. Walsh may be reached at dwalsh@starledger.com or at (732) 404-8087. 
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