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County unveils giant solar panels 

BPU offers a hefty rebate 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

BY DIANE C. WALSH

Star-Ledger Staff 

Middlesex County flaunted its strides in green technology yesterday as officials unveiled 12 giant solar energy panels in a field at Da vidson's Mill Pond Park that are expected to generate at least 40 percent of the electricity used by the county cooperative extension service in North Brunswick. 

"No county has taken the effort Middlesex has," said Jeanne Fox, president of the state Board of Public Utilities, which provided a $115,000 rebate to offset the $372,000 total cost of the system. 

Fai-Gon Electric Inc. of Piscata way constructed the system, which occupies 960 square feet in a field at the park across from the extension service building. William T. Hlubik, a Rutgers University professor and county agricultural agent who heads the extension service, said the angle of the panels can be adjusted to get the most ex posure to the sun. 

Aside from clean energy pumping into the cooperative service's 5,000-square-foot headquarters, Hlubik said there are other benefits to the panel since education programs can be developed to bring students of all ages to the park for first-hand lessons on solar technology. 

The solar panels are the latest green initiative take on by Middlesex County. Freeholder H. James Polos, who has been shepherding the programs, noted the county fleet now includes hybrid cars, alternative fuels are used and the county has a technology showroom to promote green technology to the towns. 

"There's been a sea change of attitude and thought on how im portant green technology is," Polos said. 

While the technology continues to be expensive, Fox said, leaders in the industry believe the cost will decrease over the next decade. By 2020 New Jersey's goal is to have 2 percent of its energy derived from solar panels, she said. 

For the past several years the board gave rebates as incentive for solar energy. But Fox said the re bates are being replaced with a credit program now as the agency converts to a more market-based strategy to promote green technology. 

Middlesex will receive an esti mated $7,000 in energy credit each year under the new program un veiled by the state board. Electric ity suppliers in the state are now required to buy these credits or pay a solar alternative compliance payment, officials said. 

"Solar cuts the amount of fossil fuel energy that produces carbon emission," Fox stressed, adding "it works best when the sun is bright and that's when you want to cut peak demand." 

Since 2001 the number of solar energy installations has grown from a mere six to more than 2,400 homes, businesses and government buildings, according to Fox. 

Diane C. Walsh may be reached at dwalsh@starledger.com or at (732) 404-8087. 
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