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Soil Test Kits  

Available 
 
Soil Test kits are available from RCE 
for $15.00.  The kits test for nutrient 
availability and pH level.   
 
They can be purchased in person at the 
EARTH Center in Davidsonôs Mill 
Pond Park or by mailing a check to 
the  Earth Center, 42 Riva Ave, David-
sonôs Mill Pond Park, North Bruns-
wick, NJ 08902.  
 
The checks should be made payable to 
MCAC and marked soil test. 

RCE Report  
 by Bill Hlubik - CDH, County Agricultural Agent 
and Rich Weidman - Agricultural Program Associate 

The 2009 gardening season is well 

underway at the EARTH Center located 

at Davidsonôs Mill Pond Park.  There are 

new and ongoing research projects and 

garden demonstrations managed and 

maintained by Master Gardeners, 

Extension volunteers, and Extension 

faculty and staff.  The EARTH Center is 

now considered a research and 

development facility for the County; 

especially in the areas of renewable 

energy and sustainable technologies for 

businesses and residents of Middlesex 

County. 

 

Some of the new research projects 

include the strawberry variety trials and 

switchgrass to energy production for 

buildings and greenhouses.  Part of the 

strawberry variety plots were planted in 

the fall of 2008 and others were 

established this spring.  These were 

selections made by Dr. J   in conjunction 

with county Ag Agents including Bill 

Hlubik and local growers.  Some of the 

varieties were harvested in 2009 and 

evaluated for many attributes including 

flavor, firmness, color, plant health, and 

production.  In addition, the study is 

comparing plasticulture (raised bed w/

plastic and drip tube irrigation) to matted 

row (mulched raised beds without 

plastic) systems.  The switchgrass 

project will examine a few varieties of 

switchgrass and the process of 

harvesting and converting it into energy 

for greenhouses and other buildings.  

Switchgrass is a native grass that can 

serve as a pasture grass and habitat for 

wildlife.  

 

If you are not aware, a butterfly house 

was erected in the open grassy area 

beyond the Jersey Fresh Vegetable 

Demonstration Garden this year.  Within 

the structure are beautiful butterfly 

attracting plants (annuals and 

perennials), a donated butterfly bench 

from Susan Herzig, and of course 

butterflies (primarily monarchs and 

painted lady).  This was a coordinated 

effort by many Master Gardeners and it 

is now a stop on the tour of the EARTH 

Center facility.   

Of course, there are the beautiful 

established garden demonstration sites 

such as the ñCircle of Thymeò Herb 

Garden, Vegetable Garden, Childrenôs 

Garden, Rain Garden, Wildflower patch, 

and the containers.  July and August are 

the best times to see the gardens in all 

their splendor.  The herb and vegetable 

gardens serve as a learning experience 

for Master Gardener Interns in the 

Master Gardener day and evening 

programs.  Garden areas are prepared, 

planted and maintained based on a 

theme and/or management practice for 

public display.  Excess produce 

harvested from the vegetable garden go 

to local shelters or food banks.  Elijahôs 

Promise has a Chefôs program in which 

they use some of our produce in 

preparing dishes for the Farm to Table 

events at the EARTH Center.  

 

We continue to conduct educational 

programs on composting, recycling and 

reduction of solid waste in the county.   

Each spring and fall, Backyard 

Composting and vermi-composting 

workshops are held at the EARTH 

Center in conjunction with the 

Middlesex County Division of Solid 

Waste Management.  We utilize the 

Compost Demonstration Site to show 

participants the composting process, 

uses, and variety of bins available to the 

consumer.    

 

The EARTH Center Rain Garden was 

installed in the spring of 2006 as a 

research and demonstration project for 

Master Gardeners, Rutgers students, 

landscape professionals and Middlesex 

County residents.  The Water Resources 

web site at Rutgers has a list of rain 

garden sites with pictures and 

descriptions.  It is primarily a native 

plant garden that has wet tolerant plants 

absorbing runoff from the roof of our 

small ranch house and sump pump 

discharge.  We are planning to schedule 

a workshop on rain gardens which 

would include a hands-on component. 

The 2008/2009 Master Gardener 

Program, both day and evening, totaled 

approximately 30 students.  We plan to 

continue the evening program, 

Thursdays from 6:30 ï 9:30 PM, and 

day program from 9:30AM ï 12:30 PM 

this fall.  The program requirements 

include the core curriculum classes, 60 

hours of volunteer service, and the 

mandatory hands-on learning activities 

during the summer.  Anyone interested 

in the program should contact our office 

(732-398-5262) and submit an 

application indicating program 

preference.  Applications are also 

available on the Rutgers Cooperative 

Extension web site. 

 

Middlesex County Master Gardener 

volunteers and Extension volunteers are 

critical to the success of the EARTH 

Center.  Thank you for all of your time 

and effort, and we hope to see you at 

future programs and events.   

HAPPY GARDENING! 
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Executive Committee Report by Debbie Henry 

Are You on the MG Email List? 
This ensures that you get timely updates regarding Master Gardener activities, infor-

mation on volunteer opportunities, as well as various state-wide updates. 

 

If you are currently a Middlesex County Master Gardener and would like to be in-

cluded, just email the Communications Committee at: njbruneau@comcast.net with 

your email address and request to be put on the list.  Itôs as easy as that! 

 

 

Around the Web  

If you havenôt been to a Master 

Gardener Board Meeting, you may 

wonder what they are about.  Simply put 

ï we meet to discuss ways to make our 

Master Gardener program more 

productive, educational and enjoyable 

for all MGs and MG Interns. Anyone 

involved in the MG program is welcome 

to attend, and we are always open to 

ideas and suggestions. We try to 

accommodate everyoneôs schedules by 

holding some of the meetings in the 

evenings and some during the day. 

 

Whatever the time of year we meet, 

there is always an event coming up in 

the next month or two. These events 

include the class reunion, membership 

meetings, Open House for state-wide 

MGs, Open House for the public, MG 

picnic and the State conference. 

Although these events have been run 

successfully for many years, we are 

always looking for ways to improve the 

experience for MG participants. We 

suggest speakers who may complement 

our programs, discuss fundraising 

projects to run, and plan food and 

activities for an enjoyable time. 

 

At each meeting, members report what 

is going on with their committees. These 

reports can range from telling us about 

an activity being planned, to discussion 

about how a committee could better 

accomplish its goals. Sometimes it 

becomes clear that we need a new 

committee to help us achieve our overall 

goals, so we discuss what the new 

committeeôs role should be and start to 

look for volunteers. 

 

This year, for the first time, we have 

been working with a budget that was pre

-approved. This saves us a lot of time 

when we are scheduling speakers and in 

need of materials for projects. We still 

discuss and vote on quantities to spend 

for certain projects. We also discuss and 

vote on expenses to be paid with our 

fundraising money. These expenses are 

often one-time items that are requested 

by a committee or the board itself. They 

may include specialty plants or materials 

for a project, purchase of an item to 

donate to our gardens, a capital 

expenditure that is needed by a 

committee or investment in materials for 

a fundraiser. 

 

So now you know ï our meetings are 

just like any other meeting where you sit 

around hashing out ideas, making plans 

and trying to turn these ideas into action. 

I know that most MGs would prefer to 

be working in the gardens, greenhouse 

or talking with the public. I hope that 

you will look around to see all that is 

going on with the MG program and 

choose to help out with the idea and 

planning stages by attending a meeting, 

submitting suggestions or joining a 

committee. See the calendar for meeting 

dates and the committee list for 

committee contact information. 

Usually, in this column I talk about how 

our helpline volunteers enthusiastically 

help so many people, and about some of 

the garden or landscape questions that 

are put to us. Well, this time I want to 

report about a luncheon we had on 

February 2nd that was both fun and 

educational.  We had good food and 

talked about our helpline and gardening 

experiences.  Then Dave Smela showed 

us some interesting online resources that 

could be a great help for helpline 

volunteers. 

 

Okay, I canôt pass up an opportunity to 

publicly thank all of the hardworking 

helpline volunteers who continue to 

come out regularly, who fill in when 

needed, who do the filing, and who have 

helped to train new volunteers.  Also, I 

would like to send a big thank you to all 

of the new people who decided to give 

the helpline a try.  This is a valuable 

service we offer to the public, and your 

continued involvement is much 

appreciated.  

Helpline volunteers donôt know all the 

answers, but we learn how to use the 

reference resources in the Earth Center 

to answer most questions, or to figure 

out who might know the answer. It is 

rewarding to help other gardeners, and a 

great way to expand your own 

knowledge.  If you are interested in 

learning where to find the answers and 

being part of our helpline team, contact 

me at dmhenry26@yahoo.com. 

www.nj.com/homegarden  

This is a good place to find out about 

gardening close to home.  At the home 

page, you might hit upon a gardening 

feature by Bill Hlubik.  Type in 

ñtomatoesò in the search box and you 

will find Billôs article on ñSquirrel 

Proofing Your Tomatoes.ò  Type in 

ñgreen gardeningò and choose from a 

potpourri of ñgreenò related articles 

(including Billôs on Christmas treesð 

selection, care, etc.).  Click on ñGardenò 

in the side-bar index for other Star-

Ledger feature articles written by 

experts known to New Jersey Master 

Gardeners. 

Heard on the Helpline by Debbie Henry 
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Recipes From the Garden 
by Nancy Bruneau 

3 eggs 

1/2 cup vegetable oil 

1 cup sugar 

1 1/2 cups apple sauce 

2 cups grated zucchini 

2 1/3 cups flour 

1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa 

1/4 tsp. baking powder 

1 tsp. salt 

2 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

2 tsp. vanilla 

 

Combine all ingredients in a 

mixing bowl until thoroughly 

mixed. 

 

Grease 2 midsized loaf pans. 

Pour batter into pans and bake at 350 

degrees for 45 minutes. 

 

 

Source:  Debbie Henry 

Chocolate Zucchini Bread 

VEGETABLE GARDEN 

By Pat Evans 

The 2009 Demonstration Vegetable Garden was a success, 

under the care of the evening class of the Master Gardeners and 

other participating Master Gardeners.  This yearôs design was 

done by Matt Bickerton, featuring raised beds and irrigation 

lines.  The garden was divided into 4 quadrants:  Solanaceae;  

Curcurbitaceae & Fabaceae; Brassicaceae & Alliaceae; and of 

course one of everyoneôs favorites, the Square Foot Garden.  

The watering method used reduces water usage and disease, 

two problems inherent with overhead watering.  The garden 

layout facilitates crop rotation for next year. 

 

This yearôs class members are now experts at laying irrigation 

lines under plastic sheeting, something not everyone has had an 

opportunity to experience.  They have also received a valuable 

lesson in groundhog damage and how to prevent it.  This year 

has seen an explosion in the ground hog population in the park, 

and many of our plants were eaten and replanted three times.  

After much work in reinforcing the fencing in weak areas, our 

plants grew vigorously.  In addition to the vegetables, a wide 

variety of herbs and flowers added to the beauty of the garden.   

Master Gardener help and expertise is always welcome in the 

Veggie Garden.  Come out and enjoy the transformation that 

takes place , from seedling to overwhelming bounty. 

Photo courtesy of Ivonne Velez (2009-2010 evening).  

 

You can see more of her photos of the  

Vegetable, Herb and Childrenôs Gardens at  

http://rce2009vegetablegarden.shutterfly.com 
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Master Gardener Bees  by Pat Evans 

On Saturday and Sunday, February 21 

and 22, over 25 Master Gardeners and 

family met to construct and paint 3 bee 

hives.  Each hive consisted of 2 ñdeepsò 

and 2 ñsupersò, each containing 9 

frames, for a total of 108 frames.  Each 

box was nailed and painted on the 

outside so that no painted surfaces come 

in contact with the beesô interior home.  

Then, a more painstaking operation, 

each frame was nailed together and the 

wax foundation, the surface where our 

bees will draw out the comb for honey 

and brood, was carefully inserted in each 

of the 108 frames.  Levels of experience 

ranged from an experienced carpenter to 

those who rarely wield a hammer, and 

across the board the workmanship was 

of the highest quality. 

 

One of the participants in the hive 

assembly was Al DeVito, father of 

Master Gardener Joyce DeVito, an 

experienced beekeeper and owner of 

over 40 hives.  When he offered to come 

back and talk about beekeeping, we 

jumped at the opportunity.  So, on 

Saturday, March 14, once again a large 

crowd of Master Gardeners and family 

arrived to listen to Al speak on his 

favorite subject, bees.  His presentation 

was very informative and his casual 

style set us all at ease and made us fall in 

love with honey bees. 

 

The bee yard had been prepared earlier 

in April, and the bees arrived at their 

new home Sunday, April 26, late at 

night when they were less active.  Since 

then they have been fed sugar water 

until the hives are strong enough to fend 

for themselves and a strong nectar flow 

begins, anticipated near the end of June.  

The bees have been foraging, bringing in 

nectar from this springôs light nectar 

flow.  Results of their efforts should be 

seen in improved pollination in our 

gardens and surrounding area. 

 

In early June, Al came back to visit our 

hives and gave us a ñthumbs upò for 

healthy, thriving hives.  The honey our 

bees make this year will be theirs to 

sustain them over the winter.  If all goes 

well, next summer we should have 

ñMaster Gardener Honeyò.  Start 

planning now for joining the "Honey 

Extraction & Bottling Projectò!   

 

The Butterfly House  by Phyllis Pappas 

Last year while some of us were visiting 

the gardens of the Master Gardeners of 

Mercer County, we admired their 

butterfly garden.   Pat Evans remarked 

that she had visited an amazing butterfly 

house and thought it would be wonderful 

if we could have one at the EARTH 

Center.      We didnôt think that was 

possible, but thought perhaps we could 

do an outdoor butterfly garden.  Well, 

that is how this whole thing got started.  

 I put out an email asking for volunteers 

for a butterfly garden and we got a nice 

group to participate.  At the meeting Pat 

also raved about the butterfly house she 

had visited.  Dan DeAlessandro raised 

his hand and said ñWhy canôt we build 

one, Iôll prepare a plan and costs for our 

next meeting.ò   Well it took off from 

there.  Pat agreed to present it to Bill 

Hlubik.  To our great joy, Bill approved 

it!!   

As it turned out, we had some very 

talented people in our group.  Jeff Peck, 

a wonderful artist, volunteered to make 

the signs.  Jeff needed someone to do the 

printing and Barbara Krutzel agreed to 

take on that job.  Janice Ralph designed 

the inside of the garden and picked out 

the plants based on the butterflies we 

planned to have in the garden.  Jan 

Carrato searched the internet for 

information on netting and butterflies.  

Thanks to Donna Pemberton, we 

received some plants from the sale that 

were available.  I donôt want to leave 

any of the committee members out and 

have listed them below.  Everyone 

helped with the building and various 

tasks that needed to get done.  We 

cannot thank them enough. 

Martha Moncek donated our lovely 

doors and Susan Herzig donated a 

wonderful butterfly bench.  Pat Evans 

found a florist that was willing to donate 

dahlias as well as plant them on the 

outside of the structure.   

We were lucky enough to get outside 

friends and family to help.  Connie 

Orban brought a son-in-law, daughter, 

and granddaughter to a session; I 

brought my son-in-law and Pat brought a 

visiting friend from Holland to help us.  

It was great fun.   

We worked in teams putting down top 

soil and mulch while another group did 

the planting.   We had many 

construction work sessions and are 

finally starting to see the fruits of our 

labor.  This has been a learning 

experience for all of us and we 

anticipate improvements each year.  We 

are hoping for a successful opening on 

July 18th. 

 

Committee Members: 

Barbara Krutzel,  Kathy Dopart, Susan 

Herzig, Connie Orban, Marge Vogel, 

John Scott, Steve Carter  

Dan DAlessandro, Martha Moncek, 

Erich Ernst, Mary Shipman, Ida Howell, 

Michael Wolenta, Jan Carrato  

Pat Evans, Janice Ralph, Phyllis Pappas, 

Jeff Peck, Rex Avery, Jim Yeager, Sid 

Madison.  
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Master Gardener Graduation and Awards Ceremony 
By Kathy Dopart 

The 2009 Middlesex County Master 

Gardener Awards and Graduation 

Ceremony was held June 19, 2009 at 

Davidson Mill Pond Park.  It was a 

wonderful night combining the new 

MGôs and those who have been MGôs 

for many years.   

The organization of the event was the 

work of many hands.  Bill Hlubik, Rich 

Weidman, Donna Pemberton and Pat 

Evans were aided by the MGôs in setting 

up this event.   Claire Butkus supervised 

the food and had help from her 

committee, Ann Caroselli, Pat Scarano, 

Camille Randello and Claireôs 

granddaughter, Kaitlyn  and  her friend, 

Elaina.  Many MGôs and interns showed 

up to set up the tables and chairs and 

organize the meeting.  Rich Weidman 

set up the free ñtricky trayò for all 

participants to try to win gardening 

tools, plants, and planters and other 

essential items prized by gardeners.  A 

few MGôs donated  plants from their 

own gardens for other attendees to take 

home, plant and enjoy. 

Bill Hlubik, Middlesex County Ag 

Agent , welcomed the group and 

thanked all MGôs for their service and 

dedication to informing , working and 

planting that the MGôs do around 

Middlesex County.  He also mentioned 

how quickly the 20 years that heôs spent 

with the Middlesex County have passed. 

Dan Kluchinski , RCE, Chair, ARMA 

Dept. welcomed the group and thanked 

us for our dedication.  He congratulated 

New Jerseyôs Master Gardeners on their 

25th anniversary of dedication to the 

people of NJ.  He told us that last year 

Middlesex MGôs donated 6,000 

volunteer hours.  State wide, NJ MGôs 

have donated over 3.5 million dollars 

worth of free labor to the state.  Dan also   

announced that Middlesex MGôs would 

soon have a new greenhouse that will 

use solar, wind, and bio mass energies.   

Debbie Henry, Executive Committee 

Chair, welcomed the group and 

congratulated the new MGôs and award 

winners.  It was great to see so many 

people attend this year.  Each year the 

award ceremony has grown and if it 

continues we might need a larger venue.  

How great is that? 

Although the volunteer hours might 

represent money to the state and county, 

Debbie pointed out that a large purpose 

of volunteering is to have fun and enjoy 

the company of like-minded gardeners. 

She urged the group to continue to 

volunteer and join the many activities 

that are growing in Middlesex. 

Debbie also announced that July 18th, 

Middlesex is hosting an open house to 

the Master Gardeners from around the 

state.  Details will be available soon.  

And on August 12th, there will be an 

ñEvening in the Gardensò wine and 

cheese party for the Middlesex County 

MGôs. 

Camille Randello,  a member of the 

Executive Board  who is responsible for 

the purchase of MG shirts and clothing 

from Landôs End, reminded those 

present to email her if they needed new 

or replacement items. 

Phyllis Fredricks researched, and with 

Fran Nimeckôs help, created green 

recyclable shopping bags for sale.  The 

bags are proudly made in the USA from 

recycled bottles. They are selling for 

$9.00.  Middlesex MGôs stand to make a 

good profit from the sale of the bags, 

and while bags can be purchased more 

cheaply in other places, the bags are 

made in America and generate jobs for 

other Americans.   

Donations and Assistance come from 

many places: 

Clayton Block- block materials 

Bobby Von Thun- truck, wagons, plants 

Tom Byrne-equipment 

Jun Etsch-straw and seed 

Alan Habiak-equipment 

John Messeroll-equipment 

Helen Misiewicz-plants, supplies 

John Theobald-plants 

Susan Herzig-butterfly bench 

Ida Howell-birdhouse supplies 

Martha Moncek-doors for butterfly 

house 

Jeff Peck-sign supplies 

 

And a special thanks to all extension 

faculty and staff and the County 

Division of Solid Waste Management 

for their project and program support.  

The County Department of Parks and 

Recreation were thanked for their 

contribution of compost, mulch and 

other supplies. 

Also thanked were the County 

Department of Public Property for their 

building maintenance and program 

support, the Board of Chosen 

Freeholders, the Board of Agriculture, 

Nicki Graf and Gail Johnson for their 

help in the Floriculture Greenhouse, the 

Rutgers Students from the Organic 

Gardening Class, the RCE students and 

the RCE Administration. 

 

MG Graduates: 

 

Class of 2007-2008 (Day) 

 
Carol Hamlin 
Barbara Howard 
George Kuhne 
Teresa Maltz 
Dorothy Martin 
Laura McCann 
Constance Orban 
Janice Ralph 
Doris Wall 
Michael Wolenter 
 
Class of 2007-2008 (Evening) 
 
Janet Carrato  
Leslie McDonnell              
Bernard Harris  
Sheila McRae 
Diana Krewinkel  
Donald Pollitt 
April Lippet-Faczak 
Christina Van Wyk 

 

 

Class of 2007-2008 (Day)  

 

Susan Stoltzfus  received an Honorary 

Master Gardener Award .  Sadly, Susan 

passed away last August, but will be 

remembered by those in her class for her 

enthusiasm and joy of gardening. 

 

Continued on next page 



Garden Frog is reading ñlostò among 

the perennials.  He thinks thatôs less 

proper for garden design scale but 

really fine for his prosperity. 

The Bookshelf  by Kathy Krug 

Members of previous classes  

also received their MG certificates 

 

Class of 2006-2007 (Day) 

 

Jeff Peck 

 

Class of 2006-2007 (Evening) 

 

Valerie Brown    

Joan Kenyon 

Lenore Broyard   

Arnold Mercer 

Judith Covino 

 

Class of 2003-2004 (Day) 

 

Helen Misciewicz 

John Theobald 

 

Master Gardeners  

Volunteer Hour Awards:  

 

7500-Antoinette Budrow (1993) 

500- Nancy Bruneau (2003-2004) 

500- Kathy Dopart (2003-2004 

Special Award Recognition: 

 

Claire Butkus ( 2006-2007)  

Phyllis Pappas (2005-2006) 

Ida Howell (2006-2007)  

Shyamala Sharma (2006-2007) 

Marshall Nazin (2006-2007) 

 

 

 

 

New Project/Activity Award  

 

E-mail Notification System Team 

Honey Bee Team 

MG Calendar Team 

Promo Tote Bags 

Butterfly House Project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Service Awards 

 

Beth Baculis 

Susan Hlubik 

Glenn Pindilli 

Brian Baculis 

Bob Krutzel 

Nancy Sawyer 

Al DeVito 

Nick Lombardi 

Nicholas Sawyer 

Michael Hirsch 

Adam Mahon 

Deborah Wolenter 

David Hlubik 

Fran Nimeck 

 

MGôs, food, friends, and funé 

what fun it is to be a  

MASTER GARDENER! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When thereôs a weed that confounds, 

solving your mystery can almost be a 

snap if you consult Weeds of the 

Northeast by Richard Uva, Joseph Neal 

and Joseph DiTomaso (Cornell 

University Press, c. 1997, pbk. $29.95).  

This book is light and sturdy enough to 

go with you into the garden, meadow, 

farm, or wherever the weeds are.  

Outstanding features include an easy, 

well organized layoutðon one page, 

detailed description and other important 

facts about the weed in stages from seed 

to dying plant; and on the opposite page 

corresponding photos and diagrams of 

the sharpest quality. Besides indicating 

its growing conditions, the ñHabitatò 

section tells whether the plant is 

considered noxious.   

Outlines and tables in both front and 

back of the book tackle weed 

identification based on common plant 

characteristics.  A comparison chart 

giving plant part measurements is 

helpful in distinguishing one weed from 

a highly similar one. General 

information on approaching weed 

identification appears with the finest of 

diagrams.  A detachable identification 

chart is also included in the back of the 

book. 

Missing is the mention of beneficial 

aspects of common weeds such as 

purslane (I once made a great dandelion 

jelly).  Nor will you learn here how to 

get rid of an invasive weed. But then 

offering practical guidance on weed 

identification is the ultimate goal.  And 

the authors meet their challenge to the 

utmost satisfaction of the reference 

userð whether amateur or professional 

gardener, commercial grower, botany 

student or botanist. 

Garden Frog 

Page 7 The Garden Spade 
 

Volume 3, Issue 2 



Page 8 The Garden Spade Volume 3, Issue 3 

 

Volunteer and 

Educational Hour 

Submissions 

 
A reminder to all Master Gardeners 
that everyone needs to keep track of 
their volunteer and educational 
hours.  They should be submitted to 
the RCE office, attention Donna 
Pemberton, on a monthly or 
quarterly basis.  Anyone in charge 
of an activity, project or program 
should include contact data along 
with a short description of what was 
done or accomplished.  It is very 
impor tant we receive this 
information in a timely manner and 
we strongly urge you to keep a copy 
of the hours for your records.  Let 
us know if you need volunteer log 
sheets or contact data forms.  

HAPPENINGS  By Kathy Dopart and Phyllis Pappas 

Middlesex Master Gardener Green 

Bags on Sale.   Thanks to Phyllis 

Fredricks, the Middlesex County MGôs 

have their own Green Bags with our 

own logo on them to use in place of 

plastic bags.  The Green Bags with our 

logo have an important sentence on 

them: Proudly made in the USA of 

recycled plastic bottles.  The price of a 

bag is $9.00. Pat Evans will be able to 

sell you a bag. Yes, a person could buy a 

cheaper bag and be ecologically true, but 

these are made in the USA, providing 

jobs here in America.  Support our 

country, the world ecology, and the 

Middlesex County MGôs and buy a bag 

or two! 

 

Middlesex Master Gardeners Donate 

a Gift Basket for the 25th Anniversary 

of NJ Master Gardeners. 

The Executive Board of the Middlesex 

County Master Gardeners was asked by 

the state association to donate a gift 

basket as a door prize for the state 

conference on October 3, 2009. 

Each county is expected to donate a gift 

basket on the theme of gardening. The 

cost of the basket should run about $25-

40 dollars.  Anyone with suggestions for 

a theme for the basket is welcome to 

contact Debbie Henry, Pat Scarano, 

Camille Randello, Ann Caroselli or Pat 

Evans.  Contributions for the basket will 

also be greatly appreciated.  Kathy 

Dopart will bring the assembled basket 

to the September meeting of the State 

Master Gardeners. 

 

MG Class Reunion.  Our annual class 

reunion fun evening was held on Jan. 

20th, hosted by Pat Scarano, Camille 

Randello, and Ann Caroselli. Our pot 

luck supper was enjoyed by all along 

with a presentation by Mike Mitchell on 

ñEasy Care Roses.ò  We also had a 

successful Garden Tricky Tray. 

 

Rutgers Day (formerly Ag Field Day)   
On April 25th Rutgers Day was a huge 

success  for the Middlesex MGôs as 

Donna Pemberton reported that we sold  

all the tomato plants we had for sale as 

well as many other vegetables.  We 

actually sold more than any other year.  

Our MGôs were stationed there to 

answer any gardening questions from 

the public. 

 

Earth Center Garden Plant Sale.  This 

event was held May 2nd and 3rd at 

Davidson Mill Pond Park.  Donna 

Pemberton reported that we doubled our 

sales from last year and had a huge 

crowd on Saturday.  We even did well 

on Sunday, the rainy day, with a steady 

stream of people coming into the park. 

General Membership Meetings:  Well 

attended MG General Meetings were 

held March 18th with speaker Wini 

Applegate giving a presentation on the 

environment and May 5th with speaker 

Judy Grignon. Her presentation was 

ñFarmers against Hunger.ò  Many thanks 

to the attendees who donated all the 

wonderful food items. 

 

Earth Center Bird Count:  Pat Evans 

hosted a bird count on May 24th at 

Davidson Mill Pond Park.  Everyone 

enjoyed it and had fun wandering around 

with their binoculars and handbooks 

identifying the many birds in the area. 

 

Horticultural Therapy Sessions:  

MaryAnne McMillan held horticultural 

therapy project s with the VA home 

clients at the NJ Veterans Memorial 

Home in Edison. Several Master 

Gardeners participated in the sessions. 

 

MG Shirt Orders:  For the well dressed 

Master Gardener! Orders will be placed 

each fall and spring from the Lands End 

B us ines s  Out f i t t e r s  ca ta log . 

Occasionally there may be special offers 

during the year. Each item will be 

monogrammed on the left front chest 

with the MG Logo. Hats will have a 

smaller Logo on the front. For dark 

colors, the Logo writing will be in white; 

for light colors, in black. If you have any 

questions please contact Camille at 732-

668-6046 or at Camiller123@aol.com. 

 

Earth Day at the Earth Center:  David 

Smela reported that sadly EARTH day 

was cancelled this year due to the threat 

of thunderstorms and hail during the 

planned hours of the event.  We hope to 

have a great event in 2010. 

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/4925F083000092F400004EF92212059214CECDCE9C0E9F9F0E9F02?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=Camiller123%40aol%2Ecom&sid=c0


SIGHTINGSðMGôs at Work & Play 
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Planting the Wildflower 

Meadow 
Preparing Seeds for  

the Wildflower 

Meadow 

Building the Butterfly House 

Sign for the 

Butterfly House 

Painted by  

Jeff Peck 
(2006-2007 Day) 

Choosing Plants 

for the Containers 

The Finishing Touch 


